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Вступ 

Мета даних методичних вказівок - розвивати комунікативні 

мовленнєві компетенції студентів на основі цілеспрямованої і дієвої 

практики, що базується на автентичних газетних та журнальних статтях в 

межах певних тем сфери бізнесової діяльності. 

Методичні вказівки складаються з трьох основних розділів. 

Перший розділ призначений для ознайомлення студентів зі 

специфікою організації подачі матеріалу в газетах різного типу, 

пояснення необхідності регулярного читання періодичних видань, їх 

загальноосвітнього значення та цінності для розвитку лінгвістичних, 

соціолінгвістичних та прагматичних компетенції. 

Другий розділ призначено для розвитку вміння розуміння заголовків 

газетних статей, з їх мовними, стилістичними та структурними 

особливостями, оскільки розуміння заголовків викликає певні труднощі у 

більшості студентів. 

Третій розділ безпосередньо присвячено роботі з автентичними 

матеріалами газет та журналів в межах тематики, що вивчається на II 

курсі. Особлива увага приділяється розвитку навичок читання через 

стимулювання інтенсивної роботи з газетними та журнальними статтями, 

що спрямовано на розвиток здібностей студентів, підвищення їх 

мотивації та надання впевненості для подальшого самостійного читання. 

Система завдань до статей також покликана розвивати навички 

говоріння, письма, соціолінгвістичні та прагматичні компетенції студентів. 

Проблемні та творчі завдання сприяють удосконаленню навичок усного 

та писемного мовлення. 

Дані методичні вказівки є спонукальним мотивом для подальшого 

самостійного читання англомовних періодичних видань для задоволення 

професійних потреб. 



Activity 1, Before starting to work with this student's manual, work in pairs to 

interview each other using the questions from Newspaper reading habits 

questionnaire given below. Record your partner's answers. Discuss your 

newspaper habits with the whole class. 

Newspaper reading habits questionnaire 
This questionnaire is designed to find out about your newspaper reading 
habits. Read the questions carefully and answer them as fully as you can. 
1. Write the names of 3 national newspapers in your country. What 

reputation land/or political bias do they have? 

(a) 
(b) 
(c> 

2. What is the local newspaper in your area? 
3. Which English-language newspapers do you know? What do you know 

about these newspapers? 
4. Is there a particular newspaper you like to read? Why? 
5. Do members of your family read the same newspaper as you? 
6. How often do you read a newspaper? 
7. Do you pay for the newspaper? 
8. Is there a particular time of day when you read a newspaper? 
9. Is there a particular place where you read a newspaper? 
10. How long do you spend reading a newspaper? 
11. Are there any sections of the newspaper you never read? 
12. Do you always read a newspaper in the same order? 
13. Which section of the newspaper do you read first? 
14. Which sections do you read next? 
15. Do you ever talk to people about things you read in the newspaper? 
16. Do you think it is important for people to read newspapers? Why? 
17. Do you believe everything you read in the newspaper? 
18. Do you think a newspaper is good value for money? 
19. What do you do with a newspaper once you have read it? 
20. How do you think reading English-language newspapers can help your 

language learning? 
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Unit 1 GETTING THE MOST FROM YOUR NEWSPAPER 

Target Questions: 

1. What is a newspaper? 

2. What is news? 

3. Do newspapers contain news? Can you list and describe the things a 

newspaper'has in it? 

4. What categories of newspapers do you know? 

5. Why is it important to read a newspaper regularly? 

6. How can you teli whether a newspaper is good? 

• What is a newspaper? The answer to this question seems at first to 

be so obvious that the question is hardly worth asking. 

The term newspaper suggests that the content of a newspaper will be 

primarily devoted to the news of the day, and some analysis and comment on 

this news. The dictionary definition of the newspaper is as follows: 

newspaper - a collection of folded printed sheets of paper published 

periodically (usually daily or weekly) for circulating news. Newspapers, 

however, contain a range of items: news/comment and analysis, advertising, 

entertainment. In fact, the larger part of a newspaper will be devoted to items 

other than news, for example, TV listings and advertising. A percentage of the 

news stories will relate to the activities of celebrities, film and TV stars 

{particularly soap stars), etc. Is this news? 

• What is news? News is a late Middle English word that means 'tidings, 

new information of recent events'. Even if we accept this definition as a useful 

description of what a newspaper delivers, this definition has to be narrowed, 

as any happening anywhere in the world could be seen as a recent event -

SID SMITH EATS CHOCOLATE BAR - EXCLUSIVE. A more useful 

definition might be 'information about recent events that are of interest to a 
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sufficiently large group, or that may affect the lives of a sufficiently large 

group'. This definition allows for the difference between local and national 

newspapers, and for the differences between newspapers of different 

countries or cultural groups. 

• Newspaper departments 

1. News 

The important job of a newspaper is to print news. You can expect that the 

newspaper will be made up largely of news items. These may be gathered by 

local reporters or obtained from the news services (such as Associated Press 

and United Press International) to which the newspaper subscribes. 

2. Columns 

Almost every newspaper has its columnists. Often a number of different 

newspapers run columns by one man. The columnist writes on a topic of his 

choice and gives his opinion on the topic. His column is signed Often the 

columnist's opinion may be different from the opinions that appear on the 

editorial page of that paper. 

3. Articles by Correspondents 

You may have heard the term foreign correspondent. A correspondent is 

on a higher level than a reporter, for a reporter only reports, but a 

correspondent reports, explains, and forecasts news items. The 

correspondent's name usually appears at the head of his story. The paper, 

through its correspondents, explains the meaning behind a news item. 

4. Feature Stories 
A feature story is a human-interest article. It is news in a way, but it 

emphasizes the personal element. For example, in a certain city there is a 

woman who is world-famous for making wonderful masks. The local 

newspaper decides to do a story on her. This sort of story can wait until next 
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Sunday's edition, or it can be scheduled for two weeks from now. It isn't news 

that has to be printed right away. The reporter can prepare the story through 

interviews with the mask-maker and photographs of her and some of her 

masks. When the paper has room, it will print the interesting story of this 

woman's work and life. 

5. Editorials 

These are found on the editorial page. Editorials are the paper's opinions 

and comments on news events. Here you will find the editorial writer arguing 

for a certain point of view. It may be about an item of local interest, such as: 

Should the garbage be collected by the town, or would it be better to sign a 

contract with a private garbage-removal company? Or an editorial may be 

about a national or international event. At any rate, a point of view is 

expressed. The editorial is not news. It is an opinion about the news, usually 

designed to persuade readers that a certain point of view is wiser. 

6. Advertisements 

Newspaper advertisements are of two general types. 

A. Classified 

The classified ads are usually found in the back pages of the newspaper. 

Each one is small, and they are grouped in sections. There is usually a 

section for real estate - people offering houses or apartments for sale or 

rental. There is a section of cars for sale, used furniture, and so on. The "help 

wanted" section is very important. 

Here job openings are advertised. Here also, it is possible for a worker to 

advertise his skills, so that a company looking for a worker can find a qualified 

person easily. 

B, Display 

These are the larger ads, usually with a picture, that advertise products 

and stores. Sometimes a group of people will pay for a display advertisement 
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so that they can put their point of view before the readers. Candidates buy 

display advertisements before an election. 

Advertisements are heipfui to the reader in many ways. They help him to 

get jobs and housing. Classified ads are a public service. Display ads also 

help the reader by telling him what products stores are featuring and helping 

him to make up his mind about where to shop and what movies to see. 

7. Special Sections 

Practically all newspapers have special pages. You may prefer to read the 

Clarion rather than the Bulletin because the Clarion has a better sports page, 

or better comics, or a better coverage of social events, or a better real-estate 

section. Or you may read both. 

8. Special Columns 

Throughout a newspaper you will find columns or parts of columns on many 

subjects. Columns such as these appear regularly in many papers: 

The Home Repairman Parent and Child 

Movie Reviews Book Reviews 

Music and Records Quiz Corner 

Letters to the Editor Inquiring Reporter 

Bridge Weather Forecasts 

Radio and Television Society News 

Programs 

The newspaper covers many areas of human activity. It is a valuable means 

of continuing and broadening education. 

• The national British newspapers fall into three broad categories: the 

broadsheet (quality) newspaper (the Telegraph, the Independent, The Times 

and the Guardian); the middle-range tabloids (the Express, the Daily Mail) 

and tabloids (the Sun, the Mirror, the Star). 
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Activity 1 
Look at the content of one tabloid and broadsheet newspaper, classify the 

contents under the following headings: news, sport and entertainment, 

advertising. 

Now classify the news under the following headings: home news, overseas 

news, 

Classify the home news into: stories about current events, political stories, 

stories about celebrities, other. 

Activity 2 

Bring in a signed newspaper column. Present it to the class. Explain what 

purpose this particular column serves. 

Activity 3 

Bring in a feature story. Present it to the class. Show how this is different 

from a news story. 

Activity 4 

Find one classified ad and one display ad in a newspaper. Write a 

paragraph on each, explaining how each could be of use to you or your 

family. 

Activity 5 

Write an editorial on a problem in your university/department, its students. 

• Why is it important to read a newspaper regularly? 
Perhaps you have never thought about the importance of the newspaper in 

a democracy. Think about it now and try to find out the reason for the 

importance of newspapers. 
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Democracy means government by the people. A democracy works only as 

well as its citizens are able to make it work. Democracy depends on citizens 

who know the facts and can form intelligent opinions. People who are kept in 

ignorance cannot properly rule themselves. Someone has to do the ruling for 

them. The ruler could easily be a dictator. Whenever a dictator takes over a 

country, one of the first things he does is to grab control of the press. He 

usually forces it to print only what he wants printed. 

In this country, there has been no governmental control over the press. A 

newspaper could operate largely within the rules it set for itself. 

As a citizen in a free country, you cannot play an intelligent part in the 

running of your community and country unless you are aware of what is going 

on about you. How can you learn what goes on? One way is through reading 

newspaper regularly. 

How does a newspaper help you become aware of events taking place in this 

world? A newspaper: 

1. Informs its readers. 

2. Offers an opinion on the news. 

3. Provides valuable information on business issues. 

4. Teaches, instructing its readers in many activities, such as: gardening, 
* * 

household repairs, medical advice, advice on personal problems, 

sewing. 

5. Helps the reader shop, through advertisements. 

6. Entertains and amuses through special columns and features. 

Can you add some more points to this list? 

• Why should you read a newspaper every day? 

1. You are a citizen. The welfare of your country depends on your 

judgment and knowledge as a voter. 
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2. The newspaper is important socially. It gives you topics for 

conversation. If you are not a newspaper reader, you will feel entirely 

lost in a group discussing important events. 

3, It gives various information on business matters and "if you give the 

people the facts, they usually reach a good decision." 

Can you add some more points to this list? 

Activity 6 

List the order in which you generally read a newspaper. What items are 

you most interested in? Least? Which items do you never read? 

Activity 7 

Bring in a news photo that you think is particularly interesting. Be prepared 

to explain why you think so. 

• Which paper to read? 
Do you believe everything you read in the newspaper? Or do you think you 

can't believe anything you read in the papers, because they just print the 

opinions of the owners? 

Many people hold one or the other of these beliefs. Which side is right? 

Neither of them is right, of course. Neither of these is a good opinion; both are 

just prejudices. They are not backed up by careful judgment and study of the 

evidence. 

Every newspaper is right some of the time and prejudiced some of the 

time. Some news is reported accurately and some is slanted. If a paper slants 

the news too much, you should read another paper. But it is up to you to 

decide whether your newspaper is giving you good service. 

11 



• How can you decide whether your newspaper is a good 
one? 
1. A newspaper should be interested in the welfare of its community. 

It should be interested in the whole community and not only a certain part 

of it. It should not exist merely to promote the beliefs, prejudices, or financial 

interests of its owner. 

Is your paper actively interested in better housing, better government, 

better schools, improved police and fire protection, better government 

services? Or does it fight against them for one reason or another? Or does it 

just ignore them? 

How can you find the answers to these questions in your newspaper? You 

can usually get the answers through an examination of the editorials. 

2. The news stories should be accurate and fair. 

News stories should be free from prejudice of any kind. Certain words can 

be used in such a way as to twist the news to make it favourable to someone 

or unfavourable to someone else. This is particularly true of headlines, which 

really should only be "labels" on news stories. But notice what can happen to 

a headline if the editor wants to "slant" the story; 

NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING DEBATES 

NEED FOR EXTRA POLICE PROTECTION 

(or) 

COUNCILMAN SEES NO NEED FOR MORE POLICE 

GOVERNOR STUDIES HIGHWAY CONTRACTS 

(or) 

DISHONESTY SUSPECTED IN HIGHWAY CONTRACTS 

Which of the headlines do you consider factual and which do you think are 

biased or slanted? 

3. A newspaper should print important news, with the idea of helping citizens 

become better informed. 
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