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DEVELOPM EN T OF ENVIRO NM ENTAL A U D ITIN G  IN UK RAINE

Basic principles and positions o f environm ental audits are im plem ented in the 
truolution of the European U nion’s environm ental m anagem ent and environm ental auditing 
adopted in 1993. Since 1996 the world is in ternational standards are ISO 14000, which states 
the principles and procedures for environm ental audit. Today, they are com m on in Ukraine 
and represent the ecological reconstruction  o f the whole business. A pplication o f ISO 14000 
standards will enable com panies o f U kraine to ensure their own com petitiveness in dom estic 
and foreign markets. Unfortunately, however, no accession to the Council o f  Europe or the 
signing o f international conventions for the protection o f the environm ent has no t led to  an 
increase in com petitive status in Ukraine. Today, widespread Environm ental Audit abroad 
due to two reasons: environm ental indicators are de term inant o f com petition and increased 
econom ic and adm inistrative sanctions for violation o f environm ental protection.

In Ukraine, the in troduction  of an environm ental audit is in its form ative stages 
and how  successful will this process depends on  the efficiency o f the econom y o f Ukraine. 
Deterrent today is the lack of legal fram ew ork for environm ental audit and borrow ing 
foreign experience is not adapted to  the U krain ian  realities. So an im portan t part in shaping 
environm ental policy and public policy in the field o f environm ental protection  is adequate 
assessm ent o f  existing environm ental condition at all levels - from  the individual enterprise 
to the cou n try  as a whole. Give this assessment by using environm ental audit. In Ukraine, 
this concept is relatively new, but in the world environm ental audit is very com m on and has 
long been used successfully.

The purpose o f this paper is to investigate and analyze the problem s faced by 
U krainian enterprises in the im plem entation of environm ental auditing in practice, 
and identification stages o f im plem enting an environm ental audit and develop practical 
ісч o inn irndallona on the prosper In loi It» developm ent In Ukraine. By the m id-80 th o f 
the -Ml і гніигу Environm ental audit em erged as a m ethod o! internal adm inistrative 
t ontrols lot giealei t oni і ol over the environm ental aspects ol the company. And by the end 
ol 1990 the tw entieth century, com m ercial banks in industrialized countries began to use 
an environm ental audit to m inim ize the risk o f defaults on loans. These risks due to poor 
organization of activities in the field of environm ental protection enterprises-borrow ers. 
In recent years, environm ental audit used by international developm ent banks as a tool for 
environm ental m anagem ent.

In m odern literature provides m any definitions o f the term  “environm ental audit”. 
In my opinion, the m ost com plete is the following - “Environm ental audits - a docum ented  
system independent assessment process object to m atch specified activities, events, 
conditions, m anagem ent systems environm ent and inform ation on these issues with the 
legislation o f Ukraine on Environm ental Protection and o ther environm ental audit criteria».
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Special criteria established custom er environm ental audit In the contract to conduct it. 
Environm ental audits may be subject to enterprises, Institutions and organizations and 
their affiliates, representatives o r associations o f  Integral property complexes and other 
industrial facilities, or individual units o f  production  or activities; system of environm ent 
m anagem ent, and o ther subjects provided law. O rganization and Im plem entation o f eco 
- auditing regulated parts 2, 3. 49 o f the Law o f U kraine «On Environm ental Protection», 
Law of U kraine «On Environm ental Audits» (2004), legislation governing the activities and 
areas in which the m andatory  environm ental audit (including privatization). A num ber of 
procedural docum ents for the certification o f auditors, RMBs environm ental auditors and 
legal persons w ho arc eligible to  conduct environm ental audits, approved by the M inistry 
o f Environm ent. Environm ental auditing  quality m anagem ent systems environm ent is also 
regulated by international standards. 3 January I, 1998 in U kraine, particularly adapted 
following international standards: EN ISO 14010-97 «Guidelines for the im plem entation 
o f environm ental auditing. G eneral principles, «BS ISO 14011-97 «Guidelines for the 
im plem entation o f environm ental auditing. Procedures audit. Auditing o f environm ental 
m anagem ent systems» , EN ISO 14012-97 «Guidelines for the Im plem entation of 
environm ental auditing. Qualification requirem ents for auditors o f ecology». In place of 
these standards then  came a single standard  EN ISO - 19011:2003 «Guidelines for auditing 
quality m anagem ent systems and (or) environm ental m anagem ent». In Ukraine this type of 
audit is only beginning to develop. The basis for its im plem entation and further developm ent 
is ratification at national level o f international standards for environm ental m anagem ent 
and audit ISO 14000 and the Law o f U kraine «On environm ental auditing»

Environm ental auditing internationally regulated by the following docum ents: 
Resolution of environm ental m anagem ent and audit (EMAS) for industrial enterprises, 
adopted in 1993 by the European Com m ission for the countries - m em bers o f the EU. In 
2001, a new  version was developed in which the dem ands o f the construction  environm ental 
m anagem ent system harm onized with the requirem ents o f ISO 14001. International 
standards for environm ental m anagem ent ISO 14001 series, including guidance on auditing 
(ISO 14010, 14011, 14012), adopted in 1997. International Standard ISO 19011 «Guidelines 
for auditing quality m anagem ent systems and/or environm ental m anagem ent systems», 
adopted in 2002. Thus, for the fu rth er developm ent o f environm ental audit in U kraine is 
im portant to address the issue of overcom ing «gaps» according to the norm ative -  legal 
ensuring the functioning of the audit. For this purpose, in my opinion, should accelerate 
the work of the legislative and executive branches o f governm ent, involving relevant 
developm ents dom estic environm ental auditors w ho already have som e experience in this 
area, as well as developm ents leading world experience.
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