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SYNTHESIS OF PSEUDOBAPTIGENIN ANALOGS

S. P. Bondarenko, M. S. Frasinyuk, and V. P. Khilya UDC 547.814.5
 

Homologs of the natural isoflavonoid pseudobaptigenin containing benzodioxane and benzodioxepane
fragments were synthesized.  Methanesulfonyl, carbamoyl, aminomethyl, and coumarin-containing isoflavone
derivatives were prepared.
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We carried out alkylation, acylation, and aminomethylation of isoflavones 1a-j  in order to modify pseudobaptigenin
1 [1, 2].

We used substituted 4-chloromethylcoumarins, derivatives of which exhibited antifungal properties, as the alkylating
reagents [3].  The starting 4-chloromethylcoumarins were prepared by reaction of 4-chloroacetoacetic ester with substituted
phenols in the presence of conc. H2SO4 (Pechmann reaction).

New isoflavones 2a-e, which contain chromone and coumarin fragments, were synthesized by alkylation in a
DMF—acetone mixture in the presence of potash.

One of the methods for modifying the synthesized isoflavones 1a-j  was Mannich aminomethylation.  The Mannich
bases prepared from the isoflavones are central-nervous-system and respiratory-pathway regulators.  They exhibit anticonvulsive,
antiallergic, and analgesic activities [4, 5].  Mannich bases based on the natural flavolignan silybin possess hepatoprotective
and hypocholesteric activities [6].  Therefore, it seemed interesting to synthesize analogs that contain benzodioxane and
benzodioxepane fragments.

The desired Mannich bases 3a-f, 4a-e, and 5a and b were prepared according to the literature [7] using various aminals.
We found that reaction of equivalent amounts of aminal and isoflavone in boiling dioxane leads to aminomethylation

of the chromone ring at the 8-position.  It should be noted that isoflavones containing an ester in the second position are easily
aminomethylated whereas aminolysis by the amine does not occur.  This feature can be used for further modification of the
isoflavones and to open a promising route to the preparation of aminomethyl derivatives with labile substituents.

Derivatives of sulfonic acids exhibit a wide spectrum of biological activity, for example, sulfamide preparations are
used as chemotherapeutic antibacterial agents.  Therefore, it was interesting to synthesize analogous modified isoflavones 6a-c.
Derivatives of sulfonic acids of isoflavones were prepared from the corresponding 7-hydroxyisoflavones 1e, f, and i by reaction
with methtanesulfonyl chloride in pyridine.

It was interesting to prepare urethanes during the study of the reactivity of phenolic hydroxyls of isoflavones.  However,
we did not find conditions for the reaction of 7-hydroxyisoflavones with isocyanates, which may be due to the insignificant
reactivity of the hydroxyl and the reversibility of the reaction.  We achieved the goal by reacting N,N-disubstituted carbamoyl
chlorides.   As  it  turned  out,  their  reaction with 7-hydroxyisoflavones proceeds readily in pyridine at room temperature to
form 7a-l.


