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DIGITAL TOOLS AS AN EFFECTIVE ALLY IN ENGLISH
LANGUAGE TEACHING

Olga Nikitenko, Senior Lecturer, Department of Foreign Languages for
Business and International Communication, National University of Food
Technologies

Yuliana Malyk, Senior Lecturer, Department of Foreign Languages for
Business and International Communication, National University of Food
Technologies

The challenges of the new reality such as the enforced transition to
distance learning in conditions of quarantine and war in the country require
the pedagogical community to transform all existing approaches to
teaching and learning processes.

Scientists are increasingly defining the essential competencies in the
21st century as the teacher's readiness to carry out the teaching process
provided that they master and actively implement innovative learning
technologies, namely digital educational resources, in their pedagogical
practice. It is known that digitalization is a conscious approach to the
fundamental transformation of any processes based on the use of digital
technologies.

But it is necessary to understand that digital transformation is not a
fashionable temporary phenomenon. This is a global trend and educational
institutions that will fully become leaders in the field of transformation of
the educational process based on the use of digital trends will receive the
maximum benefit from these changes.

It is absolutely obvious that technologies can fundamentally change
the educational process, and this is confirmed by their active use for the
formation of linguistic, social and cultural competences [2, p. 390].

In the scientific literature digital educational resources refer to
resources necessary for the organization of the educational process and
presented in digital form, namely: photos, videos, role-playing games,
flash cards, objects of virtual reality, sound recordings, textual documents
and other educational materials selected in accordance with the content of a
specific textbook. We can also add educational platforms, e-tutorials,
simulators, training programs and video lectures to this list.

The process of digitalization of education also affects the way
foreign languages are learnt and taught. Every year various platforms for
learning foreign languages, innovative and interactive tools are developed
and effectively used in practice. Let us consider some digital tools and
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resources widely used by the language teachers at the National University
of Food Technologies which are aimed at making communication with
students more fruitful and the learning process more interesting.

Firstly, it is important to mention that the Zoom online platform is
used especially effectively for distance language learning to hold language
classes in video format and in real. Other special built-in functions of the
Zoom online program (for example breakout rooms) make it possible to
make the process of studying foreign language educational material more
effective.

Secondly, Flipgrid is a free and simple application that promotes the
development of students' communication skills by creating short video
responses and conversations on a given lesson topic. Educators and
students can use Flipgrid from home to stay involved in the educational
process and thus continue their further education. Some advantages are:
convenience for teachers to assess speaking skills because it motivates
students to speak; students' self-assessment and reflection, improvement of
students' digital literacy skills.

Thirdly, Quizlet is an application with over 60 million user-generated
vocabulary flashcards. These millions of flashcard sets teach a wide variety
of topics. Quizlet makes learning fun because students can play games to
learn and review new words, it helps students practice and test their
vocabulary. Quizlet helps students become independent as they can choose
from thousands of quizzes created by other users and you can create
materials for students to prepare for tests.

Fourthly, VoiceTube is a tool that allows you to listen and learn each
individual sentence in a video. Here you can compose and save notes with
new words within the script. Students can also listen and record themselves
saying sentences from the script and then compare with the original. The
app contains over 15,000 videos including TED-talks, TED-ED, CNN
news and more. The content is divided into three levels: beginner,
intermediate and upper-intermediate. Users can also use keywords to
search for learning materials.

Fifthly, Miro and Aww app are virtual whiteboards for online
learning. These boards are used for group and teamwork to brainstorm, do
pre-listening /pre-reading / pre-speaking activities, organize pictures,
sentences, paragraphs of text, etc.

It is worth saying that under the influence of digitalization the
educational process reaches a completely new level of relationship
between the teacher and students. Currently the teacher's tasks are [1]: a)
involving students in the educational process; b) providing students with
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the necessary educational materials and information; c¢) developing
students' skills to work independently.

However, taking into account the specifics of self-learning activities
of students in the process of learning foreign languages, teachers thanks to
digital technologies should carry out a clear organization of the educational
process [3].

Thus, digitalization is changing the educational environment and
changing the universities themselves. And the introduction of digital
technologies and the use of modern digital methods for teaching a foreign
language makes it possible for the Ukrainian higher schools to make the
process of assimilation of knowledge and the formation of program
competencies more constructive and effective.
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