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I t  is d if fic u lt to  view  th e  social problem s of p resen t-day  U kra ine  w ith  rose-col­
ored glasses. Sociologists call th is  a  com plex crisis  s itu a tio n , w hich canno t be reduced 
sim ply  to  a po litica l o r econom ic problem . W e will lis t only a few  of th e  m any signs of 
th is  crisis  in  o rder to  focus o u r analysis:

-  tra n sfo rm a tio n  of le g itim ate  and ju s t  governm ent s tru c tu re s  in to  co rru p t 
«sin fu l s tru c tu re s ;»  these  s tru c tu re s  a re  used by those in  power and  by th e  d irec to rs  
of th e  ad m in is tra tiv e  m onopolies fo r th e ir  own purposes, dep riv ing  th e  people of ade­
quate  m eans of ex istence and w eakening th e ir  fu n d am en ta l freedom s, w hich are  fo r­
m ally  g u aran teed  by  th e  C onstitu tion ;

-  th e  lack of a h ig h ly  m oral and professional na tio n al elite ; th is  was caused in  
th e  p as t by  sy stem atic  com m unist rep ression  and today  i t  m akes i t  d iffic u lt to  find  
qualified  d irec to rs  in  th e  fields of econom y and governm ent and fo r th e  local o rgans 
of governm ent;

-  underdevelopm ent of civ il society, w hich lim its  soc ie ty ’s possib ility  to  o rg a­
nize itse lf; th is  leads to  such unciv il reactions to  in ju s tice  as p assiv ity  and resigna tion , 
fo rced em ig ra tion  and  suicide, hopelessness and fea r. The social crisis  has affec ted  th e  
popu la tion  so severely  because th e  old C om m unist m ethods of social p ro tec tion  are  
today  p rac tica lly  d ism an tled  and  new  m ethods are  s till undeveloped. C onsequently, 
social m in is try  has a g rea t p r io rity  in  th e  C hurch ’s ac tiv ity .

The old soc ia list daycare p rogram s are  long gone, and th e re  is no w ell-estab­
lished p riv a te  in d u s try  to  m eet th is  need. T herefore, when a w om an is able to  ge t a job, 
especially  if  she is single and w ith o u t fam ily , she has no way to  secure child  care.
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R ates of alcohol and d ru g  abuse. U n fo rtu n a te ly , m any ch ild ren  are  e ith e r  abandoned 
in  th e  hosp ita ls  by  these  m others o r a re  tak en  by th e  s ta te  when th e  m o ther fa ils  to  
prov ide adequate ly  fo r  th e  child.

As in  ou r own society, o th e r social problem s lead to  ch ild ren  liv ing  in  o rp h an ­
ages. These include abuse and  neglect. Som etim es, ch ild ren  are  taken  by th e  U kra in ian  
s ta te  in  o rd er to  prov ide them  w ith  a safe env ironm ent. A round  th e  age of 16, orphans 
m u st leave th e  o rphanage. T here is no fu r th e r  fu n d in g  fo r  them  to  rem ain  in  th e  o r­
phanage and because of overcrow ding, i t  is n o t possible fo r them  to  s ta y  longer in  m ost 
cases. Som etim es, th is  happens even younger — ch ild ren  as young as 14 have had to  
leave ou r older k id s ’ o rphanage, th e  In te rn e t. They are  w ith o u t th e  basic sk ills to  p ro ­
te c t them selves and provide fo r them selves. O rphans a re  given th e  op tion  to  a tten d  
som e so r t of fu r th e r  education  accord ing  to  U k ra in ian  law. They can also live in  a 
g overnm en t-run  do rm ito ry  if  space is available, and as long as th e y  s tu d y  — usually  
one to  two years. The conditions in  these dorm s are fa r worse th an  in  the  orphanage — 
th e y  are  u sua lly  v io len t, dangerous and worse, these  o rphans spend a g rea t deal of 
tim e alone and w ith o u t encouragem ent and love.

W hen an o rphan  leaves th e  o rphanage, th ey  m u st secure housing , food, w arm  
clothes and shoes and  o th e r basics fo r liv ing  if  th e y  are  n o t able to  go on to  fu r th e r  
education , or a f te r  th a t  education  is done. In te rn e t d irec to rs  a re  charged  w ith  help ing  
these  s tu d e n ts  as th ey  leave th e  o rphanage, b u t in  a co u n try  w ith  few  social p rogram s 
to  help and  w here jobs a re  very  scarce, th is  is a m onum ental, d au n tin g  task .

In  sum m ary , all post-com m unist societies a re  experiencing  th e  sam e problem s: 
renew ing  th e  u n d e rs ta n d in g  of th e  rea l essence and value of th e  hum an  person , recog­
n iz ing  th e  tru e  sign ificance of freedom , p rov id ing  th e  conditions fo r w o rth y  and civ i­
lized hum an  life  in  society.


